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1. A method for providing lopal anesthesia or analgesia to a 
mammal which comprises topicaUy applying a composition to said 
mammal containing an anestt^tic or analgesic agent encapsulated 
within lipid vesicles. 

2. The method of claim 1 in which the composition con- 
tains multilamellar lipid vesicles. 

3. The method of claim 2 whereki the anesthestic or anal- 



gesic agent is selected from the group consisting of benzocaine, 
xylocaine, ketocaine, methyl: salicylate, trolamine salicylate, 
lidocaine, prilocaine, tetracaiqpj/pramoxipe and dibucaine. 

im^wherein the composition is topi- 



4. The method of 
cally applied in an amo 



"between about 0.005 to 0.5 g/cm 2 of 



surface to be anesthesfeed. 

JSrf The method of claim 1 wherein the lipid vesicles com- 
prise unilamellar lipid vesicles. 

The method of claim 1 wherein the lipid vesicles are 



multivesicular. 

The method ferclaim 1 wherein said lipid vesicles are 



prepared using a phospholipid. ^ 

The method of claim Jt^ wherein the phospholipid is 
selected from the group consisting of phosphatidylcholines, lysophos- 
phatidylchloines, phosphatidylserines, phosphatidylethanolamines, and 
phosphatidylinositols. 
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£r The method of claim^wherein the phospholipid is pro- 



vided in admixture with a modifying agent selected from the group 
consistimjof cholesterols, stearylamjnes and tocopherols. 

Iff: The method of claim -9"wherein the anesthestic or anal- 



gesic agent is selected from the group consisting of benzocaine, 
xylocain^, ketocaine, lidocaine, priloc^ine, tetracaine and dibucaine. 

The method of c laim nfw herein the composition con- 
tains said anesthestic or analgesic agent in an amount between about 
0.3% and 5.0% by weight. 

A pharmaceutical composition comprising lipid vesicles 



having a topical anesthetic or analgesic agent selected from the group 

consisting of benzocane, xylocaine, ketocaine, methyl salicylate, 

trolamine salicylate, lidocaine, prilocaine, tetracaine and pramoxine, 

encapsulated therein in an amount of between about 0.1 to 10% by wt. 

of said composition. ^ 

JsT. The composition of claim wherein the lipid vesicles 

are multilamellar. A 
J ? f 

J#T The composition of claim wherein the lipid vesicles 
are unilamellar. 

Afir The composition of claim A£r wherein the lipid vesicles 
are multivesicular. 






